










Case Study
Background
In less than a fortnight, a severe illness reduced Mrs B from a fit and active mother who drove 1,000 miles a week 

making deliveries for the family’s successful nursery business to someone who was barely able to walk or speak. 

Once she had recovered sufficiently from surgery, Mrs B left hospital and her husband became her full time carer. Mrs 

B began physiotherapy, which has resulted in a gradual recovery. However, the business – which was run solely by the 

couple –  had to be put on hold and, inevitably, debts began to mount, culminating in court proceedings from their 

mortgage lender. By the time all their essential payments had been made, the family were left with just £1.04 a day.

Perennial’s Intervention 
Grants from Perennial have provided physiotherapy equipment to aid Mrs B’s recovery. Our Senior Caseworker has been 

working with Mr B to help reschedule debts and reduce other payments and Perennial has made a payment to reduce 

their mortgage arrears with a further commitment to make a monthly payment towards the remaining arrears. Although 

it is hoped that Mr B should be able to return to work within a year, Perennial will provide the family with regular 

payments for the next two years in order to ensure that they are able to pay off their mortgage arrears.

Actions: 

 32 phone calls

 26 letters

 3 faxes

 9 emails

 6 visits

 Grant towards physiotherapy 
equipment, mortgage arrears 
and other expenses.

	 Award of quarterly benefit

Inspirational York Gate Garden
From the graceful formality of the Herb Garden 

to the charm of its half-hidden paths and pretty 

pergola, York Gate - our garden in Adel, near 

Leeds - is celebrated for its immense style and detail. 

Thousands of visitors from all over the UK and 

overseas visited the garden during 2006. 

York Gate also provided the inspiration for a Gold 

Medal winning garden at the RHS Chelsea Flower 

Show. Created by a group of Leeds Metropolitan 

University students and sponsored by HBG 

Properties Ltd, ‘A Garden for Robin’ was dedicated 

to Robin Spencer, whose passion for collecting, 

design and gardening was the creative force behind 

York Gate. Echoing the spirit of York Gate, the 

Chelsea garden was a rich tapestry of texture, 

pattern and form.

‘A Garden for Robin’ (pictured below) achieved a 

‘double first’, receiving an RHS Gold Medal and the 

highly coveted award of Best Courtyard Garden. 

Sybil’s Garden, York Gate. 

The herb garden and summer house at York Gate.

York Gate images courtesy of John Whitaker
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Our Income & Expenditure for 2006 Our Patrons & Trustees 
Current from January 2007

Where the money comes from

1	 Legacies*	 74%
2	 Donations	 8%
3	 Fees	 3%
4	 Investments	 15%
				  

Total Income: £6,291,509
* Includes £3,575,585 from single, 
exceptional legacy. 
Total excludes trading subsidiary.		

How our funds are spent

1	 Financial help for 
	 people in own homes	 22%
2	 Casework team	 26%
3	 Residential	 22%
4	 Marketing	 8%		
5	 Fundraising	 18%
6	 Legal & Admin costs	 4%
			 
Total expenditure: £2,063,722

	 A copy of our full audited accounts can 
be obtained from our Head Office.
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Contact details
For general enquiries or to obtain a copy of the full 
accounts please contact our Head Office:

Bridge House	 Telephone 0845 230 1839
139 Kingston Road,	 Fax: 01372 384055
Leatherhead,	 e-mail: info@perennial.org.uk
Surrey	 www.perennial.org.uk
KT22 7NT	

Chief Executive: Richard Capewell 
Director of Marketing & Fundraising: Debbie Lyne
Director of Finance: Simon Orlik 
Director of Services: Sheila Thomson

For enquiries about York Gate Garden contact:
York Gate Garden
Back Church Lane
Adel
Leeds
LS16 8DW
Telephone: 0113 2678240

Perennial - Gardeners’ Royal Benevolent 
Society is a national charity which is:

 	 Governed by a Board of Trustees under the rules, revised in 2002 

available on request

 	 Recognised as a charity for all Inland Revenue purposes

 	 Not required or permitted under Section 3 and Schedule 2 of the 

Charities Act 1993 to be entered on the register of the Charity 

Commissioners

 	 Registered with the Registrar of the Industrial and Provident 

Societies no 15408R.

www.perennial.org.uk



Visit us online at www.perennial.org.uk


