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Welcome… 
...to all our volunteers who help at the many shows and events across the North
 of
 England and North Wales region.  The 3
rd
 January 2011 marked my 6
th
 anniversary at Perennial – how the time has flown! With such different events each year, new volunteers and challenging times 
ahead 
for charities my job brings new experiences every year.  
M
y last visit
 in December
 2010 was to 
a snowy 
North Yorkshire, meeting a Head Gardener and 
visiting a new Special Event venue.  In 2011, one of my first tasks has been to welcome Barton Grange Garden Centres in Lancashire 
as a new ‘Perennial Partner’, 
to 
our corporate supporter scheme.  Read on for 
more of what’s to come in 20
1
1 and how you, our wonderful volunteers, 
can help make it our most successful.
)[image: MCj04421140000[1]] (
Volunteer News 
Winter 201
1
)





 (
Support Perennial in the sun!
Here’s a tempting way to support Perennial, whilst relaxing and enjoying the best gardens the French Riviera has to offer!
  Brightwater Holidays 
are supporting Perennial through a 
very special 4 night tour taking in a day at the Menton Lemon Festival as well as 5 
of the best 
gardens 
in the region,
 
with accompanying guide Alan Mason.  Departing 3
rd
 March, this unique trip can be booked from £715.00 directly 
with Brightwater Holidays 
by calling 
01334 657155.  If you’d like more information
,
 call me for a brochure or visit www.brightwaterholidays.com 
 
) (
Running a Perenni
al s
tall
In 2010, our volunteers went out on their own running Perennial 
s
talls at local, one day plant fairs and garden shows in their locality.  Bev and Howard Banks took a stall to Dalemain Festival selling well over £150 worth of goods, Sybil Ruddock had a good day at Knowsley Flower Show, taking over £60, and Graham Richard
s
 attended Newby Hall F
air and took nearly £100 for Perennial.  
I’d love for more volunteers to get involved with these easy, one day events, helping spread the word about Perennial at the smaller, local shows.  Many hands make light work!  Do you know of a local one day 
event
 that you could attend on our behalf?  Perhaps you know the organisers and could secure such a stall free of charge as a charitable venture?  Goods and equipment would be delivered to you and we’d be very grateful for your help.
  Please do get in touch if you’d like to give it a go!
  
)
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Brand new opportunity at Great Yorkshire Show
I was thrilled to be asked to pitch our excellent ‘Plant Crèche’ facility to the organisers of the Grea
t Yorkshire Show, Harrogate,
12
th
 
to 
14
th
 
July.  Though at this stage I’ve not had an official ‘yes’, my contact tells me they are extremely keen to welcome us and are looking at how the horticultural area can be arranged to fit us in.  So, if you are keen to attend the show and would be able to help out, we’re going to organise things in the same manner we do at Harrogate Flower Shows, two hour volunteer shifts with a free entry ticket.  Please make a note in your diary if you can help and call or e-mail me with your preferred day and time.  We’ll need plenty of helpers so do ask friends and relatives too!
)










 (
Flower Power Fairs offer us help....... 
                  
 www.flowerpowerfairs.co.uk
We’ve been offered a free pitch to run a stall selling Perennial goods
 at these plant fairs
, but I’d need a lead helper to 
take on 
organis
ing
 and run
ning
 our stall at each venue – could you help?
Newburgh Priory, Thirsk, Sun 3
rd
 April
Sutton Park, York, Sun 10
th
 April
Sandon Hall, Stafford, Mon 2
nd
 
 May
Duncombe Park, Helmsley, Sun 15
th
 May
Thornton Hall, Darlington, Sun 29
th
 May
Constable Burton Hall, Leyburn, Sun 19
th
 June
Wyth
erstone Gardens, Pockley, Sun 10
th
 
 July
Lytham Hall, Lytham-St-Annes, Sun 17
th
 July
Osmaston Park, Ashbourne, Sun 24
th
 July
Newburgh P
riory, Thirsk, Mon 29
th
 August
)
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Volunteers needed…dates for you diary
Thursday 
14
 to
 Sunday 
17
 April
 – 
Plant 
Crèche
s
 
& Stall 
at Harrogate Flower Show, 
N
.
 Yorkshire
Friday 
3
 to
 Sunday 
5
 June – Plant 
Crèche
s
 & Stall
 at Holker Festival, 
Grange-over-Sands, 
Cumbria
Saturday 2
5
 to Sunday 
2
6
 June –
 
Stall at 
Arley Festival, 
Northwich, 
Cheshire
Tuesday 12 to Thursday 14 July – Plant Crèche at Great Yorkshire Show, Harrogate, N. Yorkshire
Friday 1
6
 to Sunday 1
8
 September – Plant 
Crèche
 and Stall at Harrogate Flower Show
)
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Harrogate F
lower 
S
hows
I’m very grateful to the organisers of the Harrogate Shows for their continued support of Perennial.  This year is no exception with once again, two plant crèches to cover and a retail stall in the sundries marquee at Spring and Autumn!  Having our second small crèche in the Flower Hall has really helped boost donations so we’ll be continuing with this format, along with our large, outdoor marquee crèche.  Organisers tell me that due to site re-arrangements, the outdoor crèche will be in a slightly different place this year, just on the grass opposite where we usually are.  I hope visitors will find 
it!
 
)
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20
10
 Results...
Plant Crèche
s
: 
£
4,691
     
 
Christmas cards: 
£
385
S
tall 
(
Autumn
)
: 
£
1,117
WELL DONE EVERYONE!
)

 (
Special 
E
vents
We’ll be hosting 5 Special Events in the region in 2011, look out for our brochure towards the end of February for full details.  I’ll need some helpers on each day so please get in touch if you can lend a hand at an event close to you.
)



 (
A special mention
I value the help that all volunteers can bring and last year, I was overwhelmed by the determination, hard work and hours put in by two very special helpers, Maggie Mitchell and Janet Middleton.  Between them, they organised our retail 
and York Gate Garden promotion 
stall at Harrogate Autumn Flower Show, securing extra volunteers, ordering stock, setting up the stall and running the venture for the 3 
busy 
days
 
– they even did the dreaded stock take and cashing up afterwards!  A huge Thank You!
  Can you believe – they’re coming back for more!  Maggie and Janet will again be 
managing
 the stall at the Spring and Autumn Shows this year.  If you’d like to volunteer on the stall, or have a friend or relative who would be willing, please do c
ontact Maggie on e-mail 
mitchell_maggie@hotmail.com
 or call me for Maggie’s phone number.
  You’ll receive a free ticket to the show and will 
have
 full instructions on how everything works. 
)
 (
Contact…
If you can help with any of our features in the newsletter please contact Sarah Lowe:
Tel
: 01663 749126
E-mail
: 
slowe@perennial.org.uk
Address
: 12 Meadows Road, Hayfield, High Peak, SK22 2JH
) (
With thanks...
Finally, may I express a huge 
thank you
 to each and every volunteer who has helped me over the last year.  Working with such warm and friendly people makes my job a real pleasure and I just couldn’t do it without you.  
We’re looking forward to a busy year in 2011
.
See you all soon, 
Sarah
) (
Open g
ardens
We’re delighted that once again supporters in Stone Rings Close, Harrogate, will be opening their gardens in support of Perennial.  The event takes place 
from 1pm to 5pm on
 Saturday
) (
More helpers 
needed 
for Holker
In order to boost donations at Holker Festival we’re hoping to run a second, smaller crèche in the Floral Display marquee, as well as our usual crèche and retail stall.  If you’ve not visited this show before and would like to help out, please do get in touc
h, you’d be very welcome!
) (
Fundraising update
Our 
warm
 thanks to Liz and Peter who opened their garden at Waddow Lodge, Lancashire in August last year
 for Perennial.  They welcomed many visitors on the day who all thoroughly enjoyed the garden, and were able to donate £800 for their efforts.  Fantastic!
) (
Tweet
,
 Tweet!
Do you ‘Tweet’ or check ‘the book’?  Perennial has now created our own Facebook and Twitter pages online, where you can keep up to date with the daily news, hear about events we’re planning and see photos from past events.  Log on and search for ‘PerennialGRBS’ on Twitter or search for ‘Perennial – Gardeners’ Royal Benevolent Society’ on Facebook to ‘like’ us!
) (
7
th
 and Sunday 8
th
 May.  Please do pop along, tour the beautiful gardens, meet the owners and have a nice cup of tea and cake, knowing you’re supporting a good cause!
If you could help out on this weekend, perhaps manning the ‘gate’, serving teas or generally volunteering with these lovely folk, please call Sarah and we’ll find you a role
.
  A big thank you to 
the 
garden owners for their continued support with this event.
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